[Role of genetics in the risk assessment of hypertensive patients].
The identification of genes responsible for the predisposition to hypertension could help define the exact role of genetics in the risk assessment of hypertensive subjects. Large scale genetic epidemiological trials and recent advances in the knowledge of the human genome should resolve this problem in the years to come. In addition to the role of each gene, the interaction between genes and the environment will have to be defined in the context of the physiopathology of this condition. The identification of genes which may favourise the complications of hypertension is an objective as important for definition of risks as for the management of the disease.